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abolished. The protoplasm of the exuberant granulations
which charact,erise the healing of burns should be similarly
coagulated. The absorption of alcohol into the circulation
should be of great service in counteracting the shock which
results from the injury. This absorption should become
less and less as the protective film of coagulated proteids
became denser.
Whether the alcohol bath might be of service in a
cellulitis where sloughing has occurred, in a septic cellulitis
after incisions have been made, or in a bad crush, say of the
hand, where sepsis-bearing materials have been ground into
the lacerated tissues, one would not like to venture a decided
opinion. The continuous boracic bath for bad "smashes" "
of the hand and forearm adopted some years ago by Mr.
Clutton has proved the means of saving many a money-
earning digit. The utility of a bath of rectified spirit, pure
or diluted one-quarter, one-third, or one-half, could be easily ’,
ascertained in such cases as burns of the hand and arm by
the use of an ordinary arm bath. If any dressing at all be
applied this might consist of fine linen wrapped lightly
round the limb ; the injured part should, however, have been
previously immersed for some time in the alcohol. That
the last state may not be worse than the first no fire or flame
should be allowed in the room. The bath should be covered
over as closely as possible to prevent the loss or deterioration
of the spirit. This communication is, I much regret to say,
decidedly theoretical in nature, but it is made in the hope
that surgeons who have the opportunities will test the value
of any suggestions which it may contain.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
WILFRED WATKINS-PITCHFORD, F.R.C.S. Eng.
Eftgbaston, Jan. 30th, 1899.
F.R.C.S. 
" IRRIGATION IN SUPPURATIVE OTITIS
MEDIA."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs,-I am pleased to see that Dr. Milligan recognises the
importance of providing free drainage through the membrana
tympani. In the absence of actual bone disease-and by
bone disease I do not mean infection of the mastoid cells-
the enlargement of a perforation is a more rational pro-
ceeding than to drill the bone. In my observation irrigation
does not lead to a sodden condition of the parts nor does it
favour the growth of granulations, but if it did I should
disregard such temporary drawbacks if I were still able to
disinfect the middle-ear and adjoining cavities.
I should not have troubled you with my remarks had I not
been under the impression that even specialists were often
unsuccessful in their treatment of this disease-an impression
that is shared by many medical men. How often are patients
told by their medical attendant that there is no cure for this
disease. When Professor Macewen challenged the Section of
Otology at the 1895 meeting of the British Medical Asso-
ciation held in London with their failure in this disease
no one, to my surprise, accepted the challenge and since
then the mastoid operation has been in favour in some
quarters. But if the exponents of the dry treatment
can cure these cases let them join with me in protesting
against unnecessary mutilation. I have not yet seen any
record of cases that encourages one to believe in dry treat-
ment by itself, and though the opinion of Dr. Goldstein and
Dr. Milligan must carry weight I feel that whenever our
object is to cure poisoned tissues we shall be wise to
encourage free discharge by hot antiseptic douches or
irrigation. The results of irrigation in this disease I have
proved to be most satisfactory and, after all, one must judge
of a system by its results. If medical men generally would
give attention to these cases extension of disease to the bone
would become more and more rare and the only reasonable
excuse for the mastoid operation would disappear.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Jan. 28th, 1899. F. FAULDER WHITE.
STOCKPORT AND DISTRICT MEDICAL
SOCIETY AND THE ST. JOHN
AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-We enclose you copies of three resolutions passed
unanimously by the Stockport and District Medical Society
on Jan. 25th and ask you to insert them in your next issue.
These resolutions were brought forward owing to a charge of
R5 5 5s. being made by the local centre for the examination,
&c., of classes under the St. John Ambulance Association
whereas the head office charged only &pound;1 13s. 6d. and Pl 14s.
for the same examinations, and as no explanation could be
given of the reason of the extra charge by the head office or
would be given by the local centre, and as the public discus-
sion of this matter was damaging to an association which
has for its object the welfare of the public generally, the
members of this society, many of whom are lecturers,
deemed it a subject worthy of their consideration and hoped
that by passing these resolutions they might bring about a
reorganisation of the local centre and a restoration of public
confidence in the work of the St. John Ambulance Associa
tion here.
We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,
E. A. GOULDEN, M.B. Vict., Hon. Secs.HENRY E. SMEETH, M.D. Dub., Hon. 
Jan. 26th. 1899.
[RESOLUTIONS.]
That in the opinion of this society-j 1. The charges made by the local centre of the St. John Ambulance
Association for providing examiners for First Aid and other classes
should not exceed those of the head office in London for exactly the
same work.
2. The Stock port and District Medical Society should be represented
upon the committee of the local centre by at least three of its members,
nominated by the society.
3. That copies of these resolutions be sent to Lord Egerton of Tatton,
President of the Stockport centre ; the local honorary secretary; the
chief secretary of the St. John Ambulance Association, St. John’s-gate,
London ; His Worship the Mayor of Stock port ; the Chairman of the
Watch Committee; the local press; the medical journals ; the Stock-
port Board of Guardians ; and A. H. Sykes, Esq., J.P.
THE PROPOSED SCHOOL OF TROPICAL
MEDICINE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-I wish to add my testimony to the value of the
opportunities afforded by the Albert Docks Hospital for the
study of diseases peculiar to the tropics. Through the
courtesy of Dr. Manson I have paid several visits to the
wards and clinical laboratory of this institution and have
been shown not only cases of the tropical eye lesions in
which I am specially interested but also various forms of
malarial fever, cases of beri-beri, hepatic abscess, dysentery,
and guinea-worm. On each occasion I noticed several gentle-
men occupied in preparing slides of malarial blood, studying
the movements of the amoeba coli in hepatic pus, &c., in
the little clinical laboratory under Dr. Manson’s guidance.
The conversion of this hospital into a teaching in-
stitution will, I am convinced, supply a long - felt
want by equipping civil medical practitioners proceed-
ing to our colonies and dependencies with the same
armamentarium of practical knowledge so long furnished to
army medical officers at Netley. I believe a great School of
Tropical Medicine-second only to the splendid Army School
at Netley of which we are all so justly proud-is in process of
formation at the Albert Docks ; and I feel sure none will
congratulate the members of the Colonial Medical Service
more heartily on the fact than their confreres of the Royal
Army Medical Corps. I trust that the last has been heard of
the opposition of the medical staff of the Seamen’s Hospital,
Greenwich, to the scheme, and I for one have not abandoned
the hope that Dr. John Anderson’s unfailing tact, wide ex-
perience of tropical disease, and tried capacity for com-
municating his knowledge to others may yet be devoted to
the organisation and development of the new school.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
M. T. YARR, Major R.A.M.C.
Marlborough-mansions, S.W., Jan. 28th, 1899.
OUR BOARD SCHOOLS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The preliminary financial statement which Sir
Charles Elliott, the chairman of the Finance Committee of
the London School Board, made not very long ago was not
by any means exhilarating reading for the London rate-
payer. The expenditure has been steadily increasing and
threatens to go up by leaps and bounds unless the long-
suffering ratepayer interposes some check and makes it
plainly manifest that the limits of his forbearance have been
reached. Years ago when it was first of all determined to
introduce compulsory education into this country, with its
system of school boards and board schools, the scheme was
